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News brief 
 

 The Cabinet yesterday approved in principle the draft of the 'Road Transport Bill, 2017' with 

provisions of harsher punishment, including 6 months' jail or Tk 50,000 fine or both for driving any 

vehicle without having any driving license. The approval came from the regular weekly meeting of the 

Cabinet held at the Bangladesh Secretariat with Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair. Under the 

proposed law the drivers will have to have certificates of class 8 while the conductors' certificates of class 

5 to become drivers and helpers respectively. The Cabinet also approved in principle two more drafts 

laws - the 'Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute (BFRI) Act' and the 'International Mother Language 

Institute Act'. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday urged all to be aware about militancy and terrorism in the 

country and take measures to eliminate these menaces. The Prime Minister said this at a discussion 

meeting marking the 47th Independence and National Day at Krishibid Institution, Bangladesh. Prime 

Minister asked the owners of flats and houses to collect information about their tenants before renting 

their houses to them. She also said no single person will remain homeless in the country as her 

government is implementing a program to provide houses to 280,000 people with nowhere to live. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday reiterated her government's zero-tolerance policy against 

terrorism and said some derailed people are defaming Islam in the name of religion. The Premier said this 

in response to a telephone call by Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim. During the conversation, 

Turkish Prime Minister also expressed his country's desire to work together with Bangladesh to curb 

militancy. He also condemned the Sylhet incident and expressed his sympathy over the casualties there. 

 Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) President Saber Hossain Chowdhury yesterday told journalist that 

the upcoming IPU conference in Dhaka offers Bangladesh immense scope for tapping the benefits of 

parliamentary diplomacy to boost international trade and attract more foreign investment. He said 

Bangladesh parliament is hosting the 136th assembly of IPU from April 1 to April 5. This will be the 

largest ever conference held in Bangladesh since its independence. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will 

inaugurate the conference on April 1 at the South Plaza of Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban. Around 1,500 

delegates of 130 national parliaments will join the upcoming IPU conference which will focus on 

democracy, security and ways to redress inequality. 

 Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid termed young generation as the architect of building modern 

Bangladesh and said youths should be given quality education with ICT skill.  The Minister said this at a 

discussion yesterday in the auditorium of International Mother Language Institute (IMLI) here on the 

occasion of Independence and National Day-2017.  He said the present government has taken the 

challenge of ensuring quality education for the new generation. 

 The registration process of the Hajj pilgrims as per the Hajj package of 2017 will begin today and 

continue till March 30. The pilgrims who want to perform the holy Hajj under government management 

have been requested to deposit money in any branch of the Sonali Bank. 

 Bangladeshi tourist visa applicants with confirmed air tickets to India can now walk-in and submit 

their visa applications up to three months in advance from their date of journey to India. Indian High 

Commission in Dhaka yesterday conveyed the decision which will come into effect from April 1 in 

Indian Visa Application Centers (IVACs). IVAC Mirpur is exclusively open for women applicants on 

Saturdays.  

 A Bangladeshi firm and a Danish company has signed a Tk 1.85 billion contract to set up LPG 

(Liquefied Petroleum Gas) storage terminal and bottling plant in Chittagong .Under the contract a 

combined LPG Storage Terminal, Filling Plant and offshore Conventional Buoy Morning (CBM) System 

will be built in the first stage. 

 DSEX, the prime index of the DSE, settled yesterday at 5697.93 points. 
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